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6 AmtotAiov 2020

EvAaBeatartovg legatikws IIgoiotapévoug, Evripotatovg Igoédgovg kat
A&oTipa MéAN twv AL, Didonttwyovs AdeAdotntes, AtdaokaAovg,
AdaokdAooeg, Mabntéc kat MaOntoieg, NeoAaia twv Kowotntwv kat anav
t0 evAaféc mANewua e EAAnvikn g OpB0dofov Agxlemiokonng Kavada

®EMA: TI ITPEITIEI NA I'INEI THN M. EBAOMAAA KAI TO ITAXZXA

Ayammnrol ev Kvolw,

Y& OAEC TIG TEOTYOUHEVESG EYKUKALOUG MOV, ava@oQKa He TO TMEOPANUX TOv
dnuovEyNOnke pe Tov KOEWVOLO, éyoapa: «H Iepd AQXLEMIOKOMY] MG KAL OL
Kowvotntéc tng 0’ axodovOnjoovue emaxoipws TG EVTOAES KAL TIG 001 Yies TwV
Kkvpegvnoewv Tov Kavada».

Avtd Oa ovvexloovue va kavovpe kot twoa. Tnv M. Epdopada kat to Ildoxa
nioémet va Yivouv ot 1. AkoAovOiec kat ot ©. AettovQyileg KAVOVIKA Kol COUPOVA [LE
to Tumwed g ExkAnoiag. Tovto Oa yivetat, d10TL Onwg TAAL £ypaga:

a) Na vpvoldovyeital kat va do&oAovyeitar o Toiodytog Oeodg kat

B) ot Iegéc AkoAovOieg kat oL Ocieg Aertovgyies va petadidovtal did péow
TWV KOWWWVIKWV HEOWV dIKTUWONG, WOTE oL evAafeic xoloTiavol va dvvavtal
Va TIG MAQAKOAOVOOVV KAl V& TROTEVXOVTAL.

Ot Iepéc AxoAovOieg kat ©. Aettovpyleg Oa yivovtal kekAelopévwv Twv Buowv
twVv I. Nadv kat Hovo pe Tov egéa, Tov eQoPAATN kat Tov vewkoo. Ovdeic dAAog
EMUTOEMETAL VA ElVAL HECA TNV EKKAT|OLA.

Avotuxwg, dev Ba umopel va do0et ©. Kowvwvia, ovte ta Paia twv @owvikwy,
ovUte EvxéAaio, ovte ta avOn tov Ertitagiov, aAAk, ovte kat 1o Pwg g Avaotaongc.
Loupwva pe TG kKuBeQVNTIKEG eVTOAES kol 0dNYleg, dev eMITQEMETAL VA LTTAQXEL
ema@n HeTalV twv avlpwnwv, aAAd, oUTe Kal OLYKEVTIOWOT AV TWV TOLWV
ATOUWV.

IMapakaAw o6Aovg oag va tneelte v ta&n avt emakoBws. Avmdpal, doTL
elHaOTE AVAYKAOUEVOL VA TTAQOVME T HETOA LT, AAAQ 0 Oeog yvwoeilel kat
kataAaPatvel TeQLOOOTEQO KAL KAAVTEQR ATIO EUAC.
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ITpooevxopatl kal magakaAw katl oelg MEooevxeole pe moTn, e HETAVOLX, HIE
eAkotveln, wote 0 Oedg va pag alwwoel va fyovpe amd v dokipuaoia avty) to
Yonyoeotepo duvatd. Evxouatl kat mpooevxopal va dteABovpe 0AoL v meplodo g
M. Epdopadac kat tov Ilaoxa oty «kat’ oikov pag eKKANOGLo» L LYEl KAl HE
nvevpatikr] avataon. Na viwoovpe ta I1aOn tov Xpotov pag, oty Puxr) pag o
otV kaEdk pag. Na Crjoovpe tov movo Touv kat to dyxos Tov. Na viwoovue
ovvtoopk Tov. Na tov magakaAéoovue, OMws 0 ANOTNG, va OLYXWENOEL TIG
apaQTies pag kat evdopvxa va akovoovpe t @wvt) Tov ov Oa pag Aéyer  «Iloudi
pov, eipat pall oov, g ayanw kat oe oVYXwEw. Mall Oa megnatroovue Tov
OVOKO0AO0 dEOpO. Oa avePov e TOV avn@oo. Oa OAcovHE 0TV KOQUPT)».

KAAH ANAXTAZXH!

Me matowr) oy kot Oepuég evxég

O APXIEIIIZKOIIOX

//f o mrbnds ol -

O KANAAA XQTHPIOX
KZ/yk
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April 6, 2020

Reverend Fathers, Honourable Presidents and Esteemed Members of the Boards
of Directors, Members of the Philoptochos Societies, Teachers, Students and
Youth Members of the Communities, and to the Entire Plenitude of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Canada

IN RELATION TO HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
Beloved in the Lord,

In all my previous encyclicals regarding the problems caused by the coronavirus, I
unequivocally affirmed that: “Our Greek Orthodox Archdiocese and its Communities
will precisely observe the directives and instructions of the Canadian government
authorities.”

We will continue to do this even now. For Holy Week and Pascha, Church Services
and Divine Liturgies must be normally conducted and in conformity to the order
prescribed by the Typikon of the Church. As I previously explained, this must happen:

a) In order to praise and glorify the Thrice-Holy God; and

b) For Church Services and Divine Liturgies to be streamed online through social
media so that pious Christians can follow and pray along.

Church Services and Divine Liturgies will be conducted in Church behind closed
doors by the priest, the chanter and the sexton. No one else is allowed to be in Church.

Unfortunately, the faithful will not be able to receive Holy Communion, or even
Holy Oil, branches of palm trees, flowers from the Epitaphion or the light of the
Resurrection. According to the authorities” directives and instructions, contact between
people is prohibited, as well as any gathering of more than three persons.



I ask that you all precisely follow these instructions. I am sorry that we are forced to
take these measures, but God knows and understands much more and much better than
we do.

I pray and ask that you also pray with faith, repentance and sincerity so that God
may help us get through this ordeal as soon as possible. I hope and pray that we all can
experience the period of Holy Week and Easter in “our Church at home” with health
and in a spiritual uplifting manner. To feel the Passion of our Christ in our heart and
soul. To live His agony and His sorrow. To sense His companionship. Let us ask Him,
like the thief, to forgive our sins and to hear His voice within us: “My child, I am with
you, I love you and I forgive you. Together we will walk the difficult path. We will
climb the steep hill together. And we will reach the top.”

WISHING ALL OF YOU A BLESSED RESURRECTION IN THE LORD!

With fatherly love and blessings,

ARCHBISHOP SOTIRIOS
/ﬁfﬁ[ﬁ H AO/? Se Apri/z».f’g
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